Pokémon Online Help

Offered every Thursday 2-5 PST in the TCG Forum of the Wizards.Community chat site!

Featuring Master_Trainer from Customer Service

Thurs. March 9, 2000

Hi gang, Mike the Master Trainer here from Wizards of the Coast to answer your questions. First, I have a few quick announcements though. Team Rocket now has a street date of approximately April 24th. Also, as an exclusive I want to tell you that there will be a super secret card in that set. One that you WON'T find listed anywhere! And btw, don't bother asking me what it is, I can't tell you (they'd have me rubbed out if I did!) So, feel free to start sending me questions and I will do my best to answer them for you.

1. What are the Base 2 W stamped Wartortle supposed to look like?

It looks just like the original base set Wartortle except that it has the base set 2 expansion symbol and a gold foil W stamped in the bottom right of the picture.

2. Mine has black color text for HP AND W is in the picture. Is mine a missprint?

The HP on the wizards stamped Wartortle does appear darker than normal (almost black). They were all printed that way.

3. I've seen people that have English holo mew, how do I get one?

That card will be available to be earned through the Pokemon League in the soon-to-be future.

4. Will there be 1st edition team rockets?

Yes there will.

5. If I have an evil Charizard and a regular Charizard in my deck, can I have 4 of each since they have different names?

Very good! Yes you could!

6. What is out of Base2?

Well, (off the top of my head), Eevee and its evolutions, Pontya and Rapidash, I think the Gloom, Oddish Pokémon, and several trainer cards.

7. Does a Buzzap'd Electrode providing Green Energy count as a Green (not Basic) Energy card since it counts as an Energy Card?

 Well technically, it just counts as an energy card that provides (in this case) 2 green energy.

8. If Porygon changes the weakness of a Pokémon to the same type as its resistance, which do you do first

You always calculate weakness before resistance.

9. Are you guys going to put prices on the boosters and theme decks because where I live they charge me 10 dollars a booster and 25 dollars for a theme deck! So I thought if you can put the prices on the products so they can't charge me higher

We've looked into that but Pokémon is becoming an international product. It would cost quite a bit more to make different wrappers in the local currency for each locality. Unfortunately we cannot dictate what a store sells our products for (that would be price fixing and is illegal). If a store is charging too much, don't shop there. We sell the cards at the regular $3.29 a booster pack through our web site and we also have a retail locator on our site that could help you find other stores in your area that might not charge as much.

10. What cards are different in base 2 from the basic/jungle versions?

Well, except for the added on base set 2-expansion symbol, the cards are the same. Same art, same moves, etc.

11. Anything from Japanese that isn't in American?

Hmmm, well except for the Mew car, which we gave away free instead of being in the Fossil set, so far we have translated each card in the sets released.

12. When Team Rocket is released, will there be 1st edition ones as well? (Btw, are you the one who likes Weedle?)

WEEDLE RULES! Actually, I just like to say the word Weedle. Ahem. Anyway, (Weedle) there will be 1st (Weedle) edition cards for Team (Weedle) Rocket. They should be (Weedle) available when the set releases around April (Weedle) 24th.

13. Follow-up on the difference between base 2 and basic/jungle cards. There are no wording changes to clear up confusion?
Nope there isn't, sorry.

14. I heard people buying base set boosters and there was some sort of triangle on it! What's up with that?

There had been a printing error on the wrappers from one print run. The triangle is just a correction to the wrapper. They are the same otherwise.

15. Is WOTC part of the Pokémon stadium Tour?

We will have a small presence on that tour, yes.

16. First edition unlimited team rocket cards will be released at the same time?

Most likely, that is how Jungle and Fossil were released.

17. Will there be Pokémon cards from the gold and silver (the new Pokémon) being made soon?

We are talking with Nintendo about that possibility. The next announced sets will be Team Rocket April 24th and the Gym sets later this year.

18. Nintendo Power says next issue they'll send a Mewtwo promo card with my subscription, what number is it?

I believe that that will be number 12.

19. What is difference from Japanese and American Team Rocket?

Well our set will be in English.

20. Can anyone sponsor/run a DCI sanctioned Pokémon tourney, or can only stores? So far no one in my area runs any.

Pretty much anyone can as long as they have the space and staff/people available to do so. Check our web site for the sanctioning process and forms.

21. Follow-up to Pokémon Stadium question- Maybe speculate was a bad choice...can you tell us what card will be included?

Can I tell you? Well I physically could but I can't, sorry.

22. People who are selling Pokemon card for game boy say a holo Meowth is included, is this true?

There will be a promo card included with the ETCG for Game Boy, yes.

23. Is the plan to release gym leader decks like in Japan?

I believe so, yes but that is not certain.

24. Are energy on Ditto counted as whatever type needed for anything, or just for purposes of meeting attack requirements? For example, can any energy on Ditto be used to discard cards with Moltres' Wildfire, or beef up a Water Gun?

You can treat energy attached to Ditto as any type for whatever reasons as long as Ditto isn't asleep, confused, or paralyzed.

25. Any idea what will happen with the 900,000 Jigglypuffs that were not given away with the first music CD?

Well, we are still working with Atlantic Records to get the cards out. If anyone sent away for them and didn't receive them, you can email or call us with your contact information and we will pass it along for you.

26. How long is each season of Pokémon TCG League?

Generally 6 weeks.

27. How long have you played the game?

About 8 months now.

28. Does a full heal trainer remove all damage also, it is not mentioned on the card? If not, how can the Pokémon have gotten fully healed?

No, it heals effects for attacks like asleep, confusion, paralysis, or poisoned.

29. Say Ditto has had its weakness changed by Porygon. Porygon retreats for another Pokémon, which Ditto now copies. Does Ditto retain the changed weakness as a result of Porygon's attack, or does it now switch to the new Pokémon being copied?

It would have the weakness of the Pokémon it copied. If it changed back to Ditto (and wasn't benched or scooped up) then it would have the Poygon changed weakness.

30. What methodology is used to balance the cards, or is there one used? Some cards just seem useless.

You would have to talk with Creatures Inc. in Japan, they design the cards, and we basically just translate them.

31. Will Toys R Us be handing out promos like with Mew?

There aren't any free promo giveaways (like Mew) planned right now.

32. What is your best card?

Weedle of course, after that would be all those silly 1st edition cards.

33. A lot of us have noticed that much of the hoped-for rules and card-text clarifications were not seen in BS2 -- some of the cards still have the same glaring layout errors as in their original run. What happened?

We have to go through a long process to get approval to change card text even in the slightest. The rulebook for Base Set 2 was designed to make interpreting the cards a bit more obvious and easy.

34. Do you have a mew in the card game?

Yes, it was and may still be given away free at all Pokémon League locations (while supplies last).

35. Are you able to change the art of a card? As I noticed on one of your promo Mewtwo's.

We do make art changes from time to time.

36. Can Clefairy dolls evolve into Clefable?

No they can't.

37. Would the retired cards from Base Set 1 and Jungle increase value?

Hmm, well it is entirely up to the secondary market. We don't set single card prices, you the public, do.

38. If I use smokescreen and he retreat and send new active Pokémon, he must flip a coin or not?

He would not; the Smokescreen refers to the defending Pokémon when the attack is done. If that Pokémon is benched or evolved, that effect is negated.

39. How many energies do u think should be in a deck?

Depends on the style of your deck. How many energy types you are playing with, trainer cards, etc. Anywhere from 24-34 is a good start (though 30 are a good starting value).

40. Were will the foil mew card be handed out?

That will be earned through the Pokémon League soon.

41. Does double colorless energy count as the natural energy needed an attack?

Not sure what you mean, a DCE gives you 2 colorless energy only.

42. So a Buzzap'd Electrode providing Green Energy couldn't be Energy Trans'd by Venusaur because the card is not explicitly named ``Green Energy'' even though its considered an Energy Card?

Correct.

43. Do Clefairy dolls and mysterious fossil count when counting bench numbers for Wigglytuffs "do the wave"?

Yes they would, they count as basic Pokémon when in play.

44. Will Lugia be included with the other three announced promo cards from the new Pokémon movie?

That’s way off, I have no idea what the promo cards will be for the movie, honest 

45. Will there be a new Pikachu promo card out?

Not that I know of yet.

46. Regarding Ditto and Smokescreen: Ditto is smoke screened by Magmar, who then retreats for, say, a Weedle. Would Ditto still have to flip, or does the act of "dittoing" a new Pokémon remove the effect?

Since Ditto is still active (not benched or evolved) the Smokecsreen would still effect him, regardless of him transforming.

47. Double colorless does not count for electric, grass, etc.? Just two energy?
Correct, a DCE only gives you 2 colorless energy.

48. In start game, I have only 1 basic Pokémon but I don't like that. Can I mulligan like Magic the Gathering?

Not in the official rules (or in league or tournament play), no. In a friendly game, that would be up to you and your opponent.

49. Any chance for a Mac OS version of the tutorial CD?

That is in the works.

50. Is Chansey good? It does 80 HP to itself.

Well that is an opinion question. 120 HP for a basic Pokémon is a lot, and since it is colorless you can use any type of energy to pay for its attacks. It would have to have some sort of drawback or it would be too powerful otherwise.

51. Is it true birthday Pikachu is on it's way in a future set? I saw a picture of an English B-day Pikachu in a magazine.

Nope, as far as I know that card was only released at a special event in Japan and won't be released again.

52. Does plus power trainer add damage to a failed attack when confused?

No, Pluspower reads that if the attack does damage to the DEFENDING Pokémon then pluspower adds 10 to the final amount. A confused attack against itself is not against the defending Pokémon.

53. Okay, so let me get this straight -- Magmar's "effect of an attack" is not cancelled by Ditto assuming a new Identity, but Porygon's "effect of an attack" Conversion is. Is it because Porygon's is actually changing an actual element of a card, but Smokescreen is not? (Trying to figure out the difference so I can extrapolate similar situations in the future if need be).

Ok, that’s somewhat true but keep in mind that Ditto's Transform has it change into a complete copy of the other active Pokémon. In your example, Ditto would have been a copy of Porygon, so it actually wouldn’t have changed Ditto's weakness anyway, just Ditto as Porygon's weakness.

54. How long dose it take for the Jigglypuff card to get in your home I sent for it in Jan.

Well, I know that Atlantic Records has been very busy with this promotion. You can email or call us with your name and contact information and we can pass it along to them for you.

55. Do you know what the next promo is for Top Deck Magazine?

Sorry, I don't.

56. How much longer will jungle boosters be available (not out of print)?

They haven't made an announced finish date yet. I do know that Base Set and Jungle "SHOULD" (most likely) is done when Team Rocket comes out.

57. Porygon use conversion 1 change Pidgey weakness and he retreats or evolves, Pidgey still change or not?

If you mean Pidgey evolves or retreats then the effect is gone. If you mean Porygon retreating, as long as Pidgey was still the active Pokémon, the effect would still be there.

58. If there is no 1st edition Base 2 cards, why is there a picture of a 1st edition base 2 Mr. Mime (a play activity) in Top Deck magazine?

Hmm, that is what we would call in the profession, an "oopsei".

59. Just to Claify basic and jungle is officially out of print?

Nope, that isn't what I said, they will be soon, but no date has been announced yet. As far as I know they should be done by the time Team Rocket comes out but it hasn't been announced yet.

60. What is the e-mail address and number?

You can write to us at custerv@wizards.com and our number is 1-800-324-6496.

61. Any plans for big tournaments?

There is talk of a big event in July but its still in the planning stages.

62. Are subscribers to Top Deck Magazine supposed to get their copies a little earlier than retailers? Because mine almost always arrive about the same time as they appear in stores, if not a day or two later.

Hmm, I don't know. You could contact PCS publishing, the company that handles the subscriptions at 1-800-395-7760 and ask them.

63. Active = Scyther. I also have a Scyther on the bench. Opponent uses Weedle to poison my Scyther. My turn. Can I retreat active Scyther and bring up benched Scyther, then retreat and bring up the original Scyther, thus removing the poison?

Yes you could.

64. Do you think WOTC is releasing Base set 2 B4 Team Rocket? Or a set based entirely on WEDDLE?

Base Set 2 was released to get the cards that some people has been having trouble getting into larger circulation. For the love of the game (Kevin Costner film).

65. Is Wizards going to give us a break and include more than one rare in a pack? 2 would be really nice.

There aren't any plans that I know of for that to change.

66. Any plans yet to have Wizards organize more 'serious' Pokémon gameplay, such as providing a means to become authorized DCI Pokémon judges, etc.?

Again not that I am aware of. Pokémon is seen as a more introductory game into the world of TCG's and strategy. Other games like Magic, or Star Wars, or 7th Sea, is a good place for people to go looking for more serious gameplay.

67. When you release "Team Rocket" how rare will the "Hear Come's Team Rocket" card be?

There will just be 4 levels of rarity as per usual. Common, uncommon, rare, and holo rare.

68. Are you actually able to get a non-1st edition Base Set 1 Machamp?

Nope, only 1st edition Base Set Machamp's have ever been released in English.

69. Referring to my question, do you have to get all 8 badges to enter because I hate the league I used to go to?

If you mean upcoming larger events, I'm not sure. I think there will be probably be qualifying events like there was for last year’s Tropical Mega Battle.

70. Where can I find a picture of a holographic Pokémon card?

Hmmm, I would check out good unofficial web sites like the Pojo, or the PokeGym, or even on E-Bay.

71. They need to bring more variety into the game. Why can't they release something with a little more flavor?

Hmm, well, again, you would have to contact Creature's Inc. It is their game.

72. What cards come in Devastation and Trouble (the rocket theme decks seen at NYC toy fair)? You guys better have the cards worked out for it because you only have a month till they are released!

While there is a list of the cards kicking around here, until it is released we can't say. Sometimes last minute changes come up.

73. If my opponent does smokescreen, I retreat my active Pokémon to the bench, bring up another Pokémon, retreat that one then bring up my original Pokémon is the smokescreen still in effect. We have been having a lot of problems with this
No it is not. The smokescreen referred to your active Pokémon. As soon as that Pokémon was benched, the effect ended, regardless of whether you move him back up or not.

74. Why did WotC decide to package Pokémon cards 11 to a pack one holo in 3, instead of packaging them like the Japanese cards 10 cards to a pack a holo in each one?

To encourage playability. We found that many people would hold onto the holos and never play them, so we wanted player's to get other rare cards that they would be more likely to actually use. Remember this is a game first and we are looking at supporting this through leagues and tournaments for a long time to come.

75. Could you become an official DCI judge just for Pokémon, and is there an age limit?

There is no such program. If you want to judge an event, just make sure you know the game well and can answer all of the game questions that I've been hit with.

76. Does PCS publishing have a website or e-mail address?

Sure, it’s topdeck@pcspublink.com

77. When, if ever, will the Holographic Mew promo come out?

As has been already mentioned, it will be available through the Pokémon league soon.

78. You plan Pokémon to get just slightly more serious? I don't want to play another TCG; I want to play this!

Have you ever tried any of the others? I like Pokémon a lot but I find variety to be even better.

79. What is that Pokémon card game for the gameboy all about? I haven’t read much on it.

Nintendo is making a game a trading card game for the game boy based on our cards that are based upon the original Pokémon game boy game.

80. Will the Gym 1+2 theme decks be the same as in Japan?

Not sure, we haven't heard yet.

81. Any chance for a searchable FAQ you could post with all these Q's and A's?

Bill, one of our hard working employees has been cleaning up FAQ logs and they should be up, hopefully, soon.

83. Will the premium card odds remain the same with team rocket and where is this aforementioned list?

The premium odds should be the same. Which list do you mean?

84. Will there be a here comes Team Rocket card in are set?

Can't really talk about them until they come out, sorry.

85. How much complaining on our part will it take for WotC to consider Pokémon to be a “serious” game, which deserves plenty of DCI-sanctioned tourneys, as well as being the most popular TCG?

Guys, we don't own Pokémon nor can we design anything for it. We are simply a licensee for it. You should talk with Creatures Inc. or Nintendo and let them know your feelings about the game and its complexity level.

86. Referring to my previous question, If I did host a tournament for Pokémon, would it be counted as an official DCI tournament?

If you get it sanctioned yes. Were have informational and the forms needed to get an event sanctioned available on our web site.

87. If you have a double colorless on a Pokémon, and its retreat cost is 1 energy what would u do?

You would have to discard the double colorless energy if that's the only energy you had available and you wanted to retreat that Pokémon.

88. Will you release a pre-release team rocket card in the league? (Like you did with Clefable [jungle] and Aerodactyl [fossil])

I don't know what the plans for that is yet.

89. When is the Team Rocket set coming out?

April 24th is the day.

90. Yeah, but WotC is the one running the tourneys and DCI and marketing the game. If we ask Nintendo to take the TCG more serious, what can they do? 

Once again, I think it lies with the players. If you're serious about the _game_ of Pokémon, help bring this enthusiasm to others by teaching them how to play and encouraging them to become involved in organized play.

91. Anyway to start an official Pokémon league without a store sponsor?

Unfortunately, not at this time.

92. Are you sure you do not know Inkmani's American name, when GBTCG features the character and is due out in a month?

Yes, I'm sure I do not know Inkmani's American name.

93. To clarify my previous question: I'm not asking that the card game itself be altered, I simply want to know if it will ever be better supported. The Pokémon League, for instance, supports the game, but many of us would also like larger, organized, DCI sanctioned tournaments. That being the case, is this still a question I should direct toward Creatures?

No, I believe (as I've said before) that it has to be an effort on the part of all the players who truly enjoy the game, to make this known to individuals who have the ability to set up and organize large tournaments. At this time that consists mainly of stores and individuals who have been dedicated to supporting tournaments for other card games, like Magic or Legend of the Five Rings.

94. Can I remove 2 energy in different Pokémon with super energy removal?

No, both energies must be removed from the same Pokémon.

95. Where are the card shops getting holo mew?

The infamous holo Mew can be earned at a later date through participation in the Pokémon Leagues.

96. So, is there a "Pokémon division over at WotC? Or do the playtesters, marketing people, etc. deal with all WotC products as the need arises?

There certainly is a Pokémon division, but since it takes a pretty hardcore gamer to take a position of this nature, most of our representative’s crossover and cover several different games.

97. Will the TR cards be available in 1st edition at the online store on April 24?

I really don't know much about the retail or distribution plans. By the way the N64 bundle card is not a Ditto. I said that ‘cause you keep asking the same question that I cannot answer.

98. What Japanese Pokémon sets will be released through Wizards?

The only ones I know of in the works are Team Rocket and the Gym sets.

99. Pat, why do you like Wigglytuff instead of Weddle? Weddle has a horn, but all Wigglytuff has is a rabbit tail.

I don't know...Wiggletuff. I just dig the name. Wiggletuff. .www.Wiggly.Tuff.com

100. Are there any plans to release promo cards with the new movie, "The Pokémon Movie 2000"?

No, concrete plans yet, sorry.

101. What moves do Arodactel know?

He has the Wing Attack for 30 damage and a new Pokémon Power.

102. Where can I find the forms to get an event sanctioned?

Right off this very website.

103. What will the promo card is going to be for the Pokémon the Movie 2000?

I don't know yet.

104. Well, I thought DCI *WAS* the individuals who have the ability to set up and organize large tournaments. At the moment, DCI's the only Big Game in town, and that means all non-sanctioned tourneys are, well, non-sanctioned. Not going to draw much that way. 

Yes, but even they need help doing that. Responsible individuals need to step up and shoulder some of the work to organize these events and take an interest in judging and holding them. If the DCI has no evidence of local support for a tournament of this nature and no one wants the responsibility of doing it. Do you think it will happen?

105. What card will be released in the Pokémon Trading Card Game Game Boy Game?

I don't know if I can say anything about that yet. What happened to just enjoying the surprise?

106. How long does Mew's attack devolution last? I don't think it would make sense to use it only to have your opponent turn around and evolve it again.

That's what it is.

107. Are these official answers can they be used in a game, to settle disputes.

Yes.

108. When I use a computer search do I have to show the card a searched for to my opponent?

No.

109. I live in Dublin, Ireland. Here we have about a tournament every two months at a comic’s convention or whatever, we have no league, no promo cards and only Base Set 1 has been released. Are there any plans for tournaments, leagues, promos and when are

I don't know what's planned for Ireland or the UK. Have you tried contacting Wizard's UK customer service?

110. What card comes with the Pokémon stadium bundle?

Sorry, but we can't comment on cards that we have not released.

111. What cards were left out of base 2?

It comes down to Eevee and it's evolutions, Ponyta and Rapidash, Gloom and Oddish and a handful of trainer cards.

112. Any word yet on what card will be released with the N64 Stadium Bundle? I heard that there is no card with just the cartridge alone [boo!]

No word in the last 3 seconds, no. (sarcasm) you are correct, sir! There is no card with the cartridge alone.

113. Why was there never an Unlimited Machamp in Base Set 1? It's an aesthetic issue, sure, but having to have 1 First Edition card in a complete Unlimited set looks sort of odd.

You know, if all of the Machamps ever printed are 1st edition, then every set will look just as odd as yours.

114. I’m having a hard time making a deck, and many others are. Could it be possible to make boosters with one or more types of energy?

Yes and there is. Base Set 2 boosters come with energy.

115. What kind of donuts do you get?

All different kinds.

116. How many WotC Pokémon cards have been printed? I heard it was something like 5 billion!

I lost track awhile ago.

117. Are there any plans for a promo series like the Southern Islands or Vending cards in Japan?

No plans yet.

118. If someone puts ditto out at the beginning of a game and starts second, will Ditto use transform on its opponent’s turn?

Yes.

119. Would they take away your donuts if you asked the moderators to delete redundant questions?
I think our donuts would be safe.

120. Are there any plans to include unique or original cards in product placements? (Like the Flying Pikachu in Japan, being available only through a particular airline)?

I don't know, I have not heard anything about that.

121. Why are there so few league centers in western Canada? The closest one to me other than Toys R Us are in a town near the north side of the city. Could you possibly join with other Canadian stores?

Yes, we'd be glad to. Just ask your local store to give us a call.

122. Will Wizards release all the gym leader decks as well as the entire gym expansion sets?

Can't give specifics on unreleased products yet, sorry.

123. Does Venomoth's shift power affect its weakness/resistance?

It stays the same, course if you changed him to Fire and he was confused and hit himself, Then no it doesn’t

124. Hi, I have a question, If I have a fossil Hunter in my bench and its attack there, does the transparency work in the bench too?

Sure it would.

125. If Ditto is poisoned and his opponent evolves, does Ditto get to remove the poison just as if it had evolved itself?

Nope.

126. Is there a way to sign up to be a league center?

Have the business interested contact our Merchant Relations department at 1-800-821-8028.

127. If the player and/or opponent's active Pokémon is asleep confused, or paralyzed does SWITCH and/or GUST of WIND still work?

Yes it does, playing Trainer cards is what the trainer is doing, NOT the Pokémon (though it effects the Pokémon).

128. Does Wizards of the Coast going to made a store in Puerto Rico, or are they going to make some kind of Tournament here in the future?

I'm not aware of any plans for a WOTC store there. If you are interested in running a tournament there, perhaps you could get a local business and some friends together and run one yourself.

129. Does Ditto lose effects if I switch a Pokémon(ex. poison)

If you aren't switching Ditto, then no.

130. I heard that in order for Chansy or Clefairy to Metronome Moltres's Wildfire you need to discard the energy off of Clefairy/fable still, even through Metronome says not to discard energy. Why?

Ahhh, metronome says you do not have to discard energy that is REQUIRED to do in attack, the EFFECT of the Wildfire requires you to discard energy, not the attack.

131. Does Chansey take poison damage if scrunch works?

Yes, Scrunch says it only prevents damage, all other effects of attacks still happen.

132. Can I start a game using a Clefairy Doll or a mysterious fossil as my basic Pokémon?

Yes but only if you have another basic Pokémon (not one of them in your starting hand). They count as trainer cards in your hand and you must have 1 basic in your hand to start.

133. I understand the need for local support to show WotC that people do want a more serious Pokémon scene. Our question is, however, HOW do we show WotC that we want it? Write letters, get a petition, send in tourney reports of non-DCI tourneys that were run the way we think should be emulated, etc.? We know what to do, just not how to get the message to the proper people's attention at DCI. :-)

Well, just mentioning it here helps but to be honest, most people play Pokémon for fun, not for cut throat competition. I don't see it changing in the future, sorry.

134. Is it true you are having a holo Venusaur in the TCG GB game playbook?

Well, we don't make that book, Nintendo does. You'd have to ask them.

135. Just a suggestion, the cardboard coins that come with decks get bent, and then are likely to land on one side more than others. Also, it's hard for little hands to flip a coin. We use a die (odds and evens) when we play. I suggest that you have a special die with three heads and three tails inserted with the decks, not the coins.

I'll pass that suggestion along.

136. If I have two Dodrio on my bench, does that mean I can use it's Pokemon power and deduct the retreat cost by two instead of one?

Yes, you could.

137. If an Areodactyl is in play, can another one be "evolved" from a mysterious fossil?

No, as long as that first Aerodactyl isn't paralyzed, asleep, or confused, then no Pokémon can evolve.

138. What is this I hear about a holo mew in the POKÉMON LEAGUE?
It'll be coming soon to a league near you.

139. What would be a good deck building idea with water cards?

Hmm, there are many variants on the Rain Dance deck, check out the Pojo or Pokegym for good fan deck ideas.

140. How come the base set 2 foil parts on the cards are dots instead of stars?

We ran out of the old foil, so we had to switch. I think the new ones look pretty cool, don't you?

141. How are retailers getting holo mews so early?

Dunno, shipping is different for different regions of the country.

142. When is Pokémon league going to end this season?

Didn't this season just start 2 weeks ago? Should be in about a month, then.

143. Will Venusaur come in the Pokémon TCG for game boy players guide?

Dunno, that's Nintendo's gig, you'll have to ask them.

144. My question, #161, asked if it would be possible to make boosters with JUST energy, is it possible?

It has been suggested but there are no plans to do so right now.

145. Any comments of the Vulpix "HP 50" misprint on bs2?

Ahhh, that would be another "oopsie".

146. I read a ruling about Gym1 and 2 that only a gym Pokémon can evolve into a gym Pokémon. Is this true?

Dunno again, haven't seen those rules translated yet.

147. Do you know a good type of Pokémon to correspond with water in a deck?

Hmm, Blastoise, Lapras, Articuno, some others like Seel/Dewgong or Magickarp/Gyrados.

148. Is the WOTC going to sell the 1st edition Team Rocket expansion on the online store?

Maybe, I haven't heard a definite answer yet.

149. When your opponent has Moltres and you use metronome for wildfire how would you go about that

Well, you only need to pay 1 colorless to Metronome the Wildfire but it won't do anything unless you pay the normal EFFEECT cost of discarding an energy card for each card you want the opponent to discard.

150. Could you please tell me what all the Promo cards are?

Promo Pikachu, The 4 movie cards (Pikachu, Mewtwo, Dragonite, Electabuzz), Arcanine, Jigglypuff, Mew. Others include the Wizards stamped Pikachu, Kabutos, and Wartortles; the pre-release Clefable and Aerodactyls; the E3 Pikachu, the oversized Pikachu card. I think that’s all out so far but many more coming soon.

151. Can you tell us if there is a holo mew coming?

Already did, out soon in the Pokémon League.

152. If I have a fossil Haunter on the bench and a Magnaton uses self-destruct and I flip a head dose that make the self-destruct fail

No, it would just prevent any damage from happening to Haunter.

153. Will the card "here comes the rockets" be in the u.s. team rocket set?

Sorry, can't talk about cards in a set before they are released.

154. When can I get the promo Arcanine?

In the Pokémon league.

155. Do you know a good TYPE of Pokémon to correspond with water in a deck?

What do you mean? Water Pokémon? Colorless too (like Kangaskhan)...

156. Are transcripts of this forum (in quiet mode) posted?

Not yet, but they are being worked on and should be up soon.

157. If I have 2 in play Fossil Haunters (one active and one benched) and my opponent uses a Magneton's self Destruct would I flip twice for Transparency (once for my active haunter and another for my benched)?

Yes you could flip for each one to see if damage to that particular Haunter is prevented.

158. When are you going to start selling TR cards on your online store?

Not sure, I would just check out our site from time to time for updates.

159. Is WOtC going to make an on-line Pokémon TCG that you can play against other people?

There are no plans for such a product.

160.You guys are opening a new Wizards of the Coast store at the Westminster Mall in CA, how can I apply for a job? Not like a manager or something, just a cashier or stock person

Check out our web site for information. Sometimes they will post an address to contact for employment. Otherwise if we have another store in the area you can apply there or just wait until it opens and apply.

161. Can you give me a date for the release of promo holo mew? Like a week after this week?

No I can't. Just check at you league, they will announce it when they announce it.

162. If my opponent had 3 cards left in his deck and I used wildfire to discard the three cards and on his/her next turn do I win.

Yup, you would, if someone cannot draw a card at the start of their turn like they are supposed to, they lose.

163. Are you guys re-sending out pre-release Aerodactyl. I got one this Saturday again.

I heard they found a small supply of them and sent them out, yes.

164. Does poison work like this Smog (heads)-20 damage, End of your turn-10 poison damage, End of opponents turn-10 poison damage and so on.

Correct.

165. How are card shop retailers getting holo mews that they're selling from 50 to 150 bucks) is WOTC giving them out for selling or for distribution because those stores are only selling not releasing through Pokémon league?

I don't know. These sort if things are being investigated. Personally I wouldn't spend that kind of money on a card coming out that it will be much easier and cheaper to get later.

166. What number will the promo Venusaur be? (From the Pokémon tcg for Game Boy players guide?)

Dunno, again gang, if it hasn't been released I can't talk about it.

167. I traded a kid for a holo Mr. MIME he got it from a base 2 booster but it has no base 2 icon in the corner. Is this a misprint and if so is it worth more?

It might be a jungle Mr. Mime. The last print run had the jungle expansion symbol missing on the holo-foils cards (a definite misprint).

168. Will the evil Pokémon in Team Rocket be called evil, bad, or what?

They are known as Dark Pokémon.
169. Charizard has 2 dice on it. I do fire spin. I discard both DCE right?

Fire Spin requires that 2 Energy "cards" be discarded as a cost. One Double Colorless Energy card only counts as 1 card toward this cost (another Energy "card").

170. Why do you give out so much promo cards?

You know, many people ask us why don't we give out more? All a matter of perspective I guess. 

171. Are the Team Rocket theme decks called Trouble and Devastation?

I think so, but it may change.

172. I have a Lickitung out and my opponent a Ditto...ditto has 6 damage on it...I do confuse ray successfully. Will Ditto go back to Ditto?

Yes it would and then it would be knocked out (ditto has 50 hp).

173. Will there be a Team Rocket card box? That would be cool.

You're right that would be cool, but again. I don’t know.

174. Is there anyway to report these people, when the did the mew giveaway they put most of them up for sale instead of giving them out, they are a league store, so is there anyway to report them?

You can pass along this sort of information to us through email or give us a call. We would appreciate hearing of such instances and we will investigate.

175. According to you guys, what are the odds of getting a 1st edition Charizard in a base booster?

Well we haven't made 1st edition Charizards in over a year. But if you a had a 1st edition base set booster, the odds of having a Charizard in it would be roughly 1 in 48.

176. Does WOTC have any current planes on extending the current 8 badges in the League when Gold and silver come out on GB with the 16 new badges?

We are looking into extending the league but I have no specific information yet.

177. If I'm playing against someone and they do other things before drawing their card and remember to do it after they give an energy or attack, are they still aloud to draw a card or are they not aloud?

Technically drawing a card is the first thing you do, period. They broke the rules and "could" be warned if in a tournament.

178. How do I get promo cards if I cannot get to the Pokémon League?

Some cards come out through other ways like the Pokémon movie, or magazines.

179. Are the next 100 Pokémon going to be released in November? If so when will team rocket and gym leader cards be released (In English)?

There are no plans for an English Neo set (yet). 

